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1. RAISED ANGOLAN RECOGNITION TODAY WITH INTERIOR MINISTER, 
COMMANDER ALMEIDA E COSTA. ALMEIDA E COSTA IS A FORMER ROVING 
AMBASSADOR IN AFRICA AND IS CLOSE PERSONAL FRIEND OF PRIME 
MINISTER AZEVEDO. HE TOOK A STRONG POSITION AGAINST RECOGNITION 
OF MPLA IN COUNCIL OF MINISTERS DELIBERATIONS. 

2. ALMEIDA E COSTA CONFIRMED INFORMATION THAT COUNCIL OF 
MINISTERS HAD TAKEN DETERMINED STAND AGAINST MPLA RECOGNITION (REF- 
TEL). REVOLUTIONARY COUNCIL WAS MORE AMBIGUOUS, BUT HAD 
DECIDED AFTER LENGTHY DELI VERATION S NOT TO RECOGNIZE 

MPLA AT THIS TIME. RECOGNITION WOULD ONLY BE GIVEN TO ANY ONE 
MOVEMENT IF IT SUCCEEDED IN GAINING EFFECTIVE CONTROL OF ANGOLAN 
TERRITORY. 

3. ALMEIDA E COSTA SAID THE PRIME MINISTER AND HE HAD USED 
OAU POSITION AND ALVOR ACCORD AS BASIS FOR THEIR ARGUMENTS 
IN CABINET SESSION. CLINCHER, HOWEVER. HAD BEEN THE ARGUMENT 
THAT RECOGNITION OF MPLA WOULD BE BETTING ON WRONG HORSE AND 
COULD PROVE SUBSEQUENTLY EMBARRASSING TO GOP. (FYI: WE ARE 
FEEDING THIS IMPRESSION THROUGH OUR MILITARY INTELLIGENCE 
CHANNELS). 

4. DESPITE TODAY'S COMMUNIST PRESS SPECULATION AND LISBON 
ATMOSPHERICS (SEPTEL) ALMEIDA E COSTA SEEMED CONFIDENT THAT 
REVOLUTIONARY COUNCIL WOULD CONTINUE TO GO ALONG WITH COUNCIL 
OF MINISTERS. MAIN PRESSURE FOR RECOGNITION OF MPLA HAD COME FROM 
PCP AND "PROGRESSIVES" ALLIED WITH PCP IN MILITARY. WITH 
INDEPENDENCE NOW A FACT ALMEIDA E COSTA THOUGHT THAT PCP WOULD 
TONE DOWN ITS STRIDENT MPLA CAMPAIGN AND CONCENTRATE MORE ON ITS 
DETERIORATING POSITION IN THE METROPOLE. 

5. COMMENT: ALTHOUGH ALMEIDA E COSTA SEEMED TO THINK ISSUE 
WAS FAVORABLY RESOLVED FOR THE MOMENT AT LEAST, GOP WILL 
FACE CONTINUING PRESSURE FROM MPLA AND ITS FORMER AFRICAN 
COLONIES. HOW TO MAINTAIN ITS DIPLOMATIC ESTABLISHMENT IN 
LUANDA REMAINS A PROBLEM. 
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